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Without this disease, | might not have been initiative and willing to face challenges. Without the chance of being a Special Event
Director, | might not learn what the leadership skill was.

During my six years in primary school (Grade 1to Grade 6), most of my classmates always kept distance from me and called me "alien”
and | was very lonely. The reason is that | had a severe Dermatitis since | was born. My arms and legs were full of ulcers, sores,
bandages and scars. | always felt itchy and painful, and | dared not play with others. Moreover, my hairs had never been longer that two
inches and | must have to wear T-shirts and shorts in summer in order to keep my skin dry and from getting infection. Some
dermatologists even said that | was hardly fully recovered. However, my parents and relatives had not been given me up, and they
always encouraged me and gave me unconditional tenders. Therefore, | had a belief that | would be recovered one day, and thus | was
eager to take any challenges of trying different kinds of medication, including Western and Chinese Herbals. Although my life in the
primary school was only full of pain and lonesome, | learned to be brave and to face any challenges positively. Fortunately, during the
summer vacation after graduating from the primary school, my power of resistance gradually became stronger and my disease got
greatly improved. | only had some ulcers on my legs although my body was still full of scars. Since then, | realized that | should change
my long-lasting lonely life and should not waste my precious secondary school life. Thus, since in Grade 7, | actively talked to my
classmates and helped them. | also took part in many various extracurricular activities, such as VolleyBall Team, Girl Guide and Art Club.
Nevertheless, one thing | still have not changed is my attitude toward risk. During every examination and competition, | told myself
that | was able to do the best because nothing was tougher than the time when | was in the primary school. Before | came to Canada, |
was fully recovered and earned a lot of friends. Although | had been suffered a lot from my disease, | have learned a precious lesson
that | should have confidence, initiative and not afraid of failure.

When | was in the ESL program in the college in Canada, | joined the Culture Club as a Special Event Director responsible for managing
a group of six members in designing and organizing various functions. Since | was in the highest level of ESL program than all of the
other members, | had a tendency to think that | was the most capable. However, | quickly found that | was wrong after we completed
our first function. In preparing the Singing Competition, | followed up my members' tasks very strictly and did not accept their idea
very often. This turned out that | finished most of the jobs by myself and my members only assisted me in the minor tasks. The
outcome was that we only had four days to promote our activity, only ten people joined the competition and the function room was
not fully decorated yet. | was very depressed, and when | talked to my Club's supervisor, she just said, "l assigned you as the director
because | trust you." | was shocked. Why didn't | trust my members? They were weak in language, but this did not mean that they did
not have other talents. After this lesson, | started to let my members to choose the task that they were interested in and let them finish
by themselves. We also expressed our ideas freely during the meetings and voted for the best. | found that not only the preparation
procedure had become smooth, but also the atmosphere among us had greatly improved. We were happier and eager to devote much
more time together. Most importantly, we became friends. | was proud to have opportunity to learn what a real leadership skills was
and | believe that this skill will become my asset for my future career.
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